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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
"YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
summary of the February 1956 Monthly Sarrative fopert. 
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P 
Article & pictures Great Falle paper on elk reduction. 
BOYS LIFS Magauine article on Scout trip incl. park. 
Articles Christian Seience Monitor by Gilstrep. 
Presa releases on elk reduction, Gabbert award, & 
park's birthday. 94,200 broadsides on hand, 7 


Church. Sunday School. gp aupt. Church Com.; 
sarge new manber, Condom Chadrwan, Anderson Sec. — 
Treas.; cireular out. Memorial for Mra. May 

Hamilton, communion scarvice set. 


Movies on loan listed. ¢ 


Naturalists filmed elk reduction. Anmial Hesearch 

Report. W. Hemessy program of scientific «expedition 

for young people reviewed. Snow water collected for 
shipment to Gur. of Standards. Topo. map discussed. 
Permits to Mertin Parks & Montana State College for 
aquatic insect research. Ben 


Mrs. Quist clerk, Mrs. Daggley's Plants marmuscrint 
revision received. New bookkeepine systen. Nature 
Hotes. Ranger book bougnt for sale. Assen. meeting 
minutes completed. 9 


Y.P.Ge. contract executed. Copies ToP.Co. & Hamilton 
contracts received. Anwal “eport Medical Service. 
¥.P.Co. improvement program outlined; pilot cabin 

being built. 16 


Mach anew plowing. “ead sig work, fuctic sige 
being mde. Improvements electric & plimine shops. 
Organization plaming. ©. 3. rating. — & 


Ketcham transfers & white retirement pe Lo 
Various activities listed, incl. patrols. ‘Stevens to 
act as forest fire dispatcher. li 


Mit: Man in Los A, fined by mail for speeding last summer. 12 


Aged ram died; taken te Boseman for autopsy; pieunonia 
gue age. 12 


Old buffalo staying between Maxesoth & Gardiner. i2 
Observations by Kittams. Future managenmmt amits 
helicopter court. Tagging records. “xauinetions dead 
e to feed in Gallatin area near park; opposed by 
State Fish & Game & Govt. agencies. 12-13 
4%. 
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Page 
ELK REDUCTION: 197 live elk, 504 direct control. eduction & hunting 


discontimed, Sumery reduction for season civen: 
total 6535. Contract awarded surplus hides. 13 


RANGE: Observations by Kittams of range conditions. Uuplicate 
transparencies mide, Kittams talks Butte, Anaconda, 
Deer Lodge re renge & elk; comducted Montana College 


group in park. L314 

Equipment inventories by cache supervisor Tracy. 

Changes in airplane contract discusced. LA 
BLISTER RUST: Edwards to meeting at Missoula. Mems by Barrows 

recommending new areas at Teton & Yellowstene. 15 


mendations Barrows for spraying budworm. Oia- 
oualens on —o of training rangers in infestation 


detection. 15 
TRAILS: PCP preposel completed for bridge replacemant at, 
Hellroaring Creek. 415 
ANCH AND Repairing riding equipment at Lamar. All horses & 
i miles at Lamar Unit. 15 
PLANS: Mattison pit ay Plans for employee trailer court at, 
Canyon & rental trailer court for Fishing Sridse. 16 
All projects closed down except Y.).Co. contractor 
making swaple cabin. 16 
| : BIOL. Rogers, Mattison, “ohlbrandt — others, conferences at 
| WODC re Canyon village, etc. Matison & McMullin te 
| Livingston re power proposal. 16 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR mapa’ ae. 
NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 


Hareh 9, 1956 
Henorandum 
Ter . The Director 
Frou: Superintendent. Yellowstone National Park 
Subject: Monthly Report for February 1956 


Folioing is the report of activities for Yellowstone 
Rational Park daring the momth of february 1956: 


Genera 


weather. Precipitation for Pelruary was considerably selow 
( the amount capaeset in view of the becember 1955 record precipitation 
: and above-normal precipitation for Jamary. ‘reelpitation recorded 
at Mamoth was .56" with 1.65" at vest Tellowstene, 2.92" at Snake 

| River, 1.26" at Lake, .71" at Tower Fall, and .11"* at Lamar Udit. 
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Snow puck at the various aus courses is still above average 
both in depth and in water content. ‘The amow dépthe ant water content 
of the various courses are listed below: 


Borris 
Carsyon 
Hortheast Eutrence 
East Sntrance 3/39 2/3 | | 

bbye3 15.2 
<ylvon Fass 2/29/56 5ls'7 19.0 
West Thumb (Cont.Divide) 2/29, 91.5 3301 
Lewks River Divide o 164.0 102" 61.3 35.3" 
Aster Creek 229/56 oO 75 hbeo 5S 25.3 
Coulter Headowa 2/28/ 93.6 62 28.0 18.9 
Seake River 2/29/% 20.3 % 26.2 17.1 
Grassy Lake i a5 k206 29.8 
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In addition, the following snow depths were taken for 
informational purposes: 


1956 1935 
Olid Faithful 65" 
West Yellowstone 58 40" 
Grayling Creek boundary 52 36 
Divide Lake 72 hb 
Bacon Rind 49 38 
Gallatin 46 way 
Daly Creek bourxlary 15 12 


No snow course is set up at Old Faithful: however, lodge 
Winterkeeper Bob Keithly and Tom Hallin, Assistant Manager, Construction 
Division, Yellewstone Park Company, sampled and weighed the bottom one 
cubic foot of snow from the roof of the boiler room at the Inn and 
reported this one cubic foot sample weighed 27 pounds. A cubie foot 
of water weighs 62.4 pounds. 


increase or Decrease in Travel. ‘Travel by oversnow vehicles, 
such as snowmobiles, snowplanes, etc., increased considerably over 
last month but motor vehicular travel decreased considerably. Persons 
entered via oversnow vehicles through West and South Entrances were 
229, 41 trips by mowmsobile and snowplanes being required to accommodate 
these people. Two skiers made a short trip in via East Entrance. 
During the month 513 persone entered the park via 159 motor vehicles, 
the total mumber of visitors for the month to 744 compared to 
1,217 in January 1956 and 1,254 in February 1955. 


Inspections. Two U. 5. Geological Survey men from Boise, 

pconpart ed by District Ranger Gilbert, made their annual 
menauring trip from West Yellowstone to Canyon and Lake, also 

sariaies the river gauging station at Fishing Brides. 


Leonard ¢. Green, American Sed Cross Safety Service Chairman, 
Livingston, Montana, was in the ranger office on the 26th and arranged 
with Assistant Chief Hanger MeComas for the Instructor's First Aid 
Course and also a Ski Patrol First Aid Course, both to bo held in 


Special Activities. Superintendent Regers returned te Denver 
February 2 from Omaha where he, Assistant Superintendent Hamilton, 
Chief Ranger Brow, Adwinistrative Officer Anderson, and Personnel 
Assistant Everett attended a conference in the Region Two Office on 
persomel matters and reorganization, Messrs. Hamilton, Brown and 
Anderson returning to Yellowstone February 4 and ir. Sverett on the 
Lith. Mr. Rogers left Denver the Sth for San Francisco to confer in 
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the Western ie do Division of Design ari Construction on the new 

Canyon village development, attexding a meeting the Sth regarding it 

with Landscape Arehitect Mattson and Park ingineer Wwohlbrandt who 

had been there since late January on proposed imprevemmt project 

planning, other National Park Service officials, Hamilton Stores, Ine. 

ami Yellowstone Park Company officials, architects and contractor. 

Mr. Rogers returned to Denver the 9th and Messrs. Wohlurandt and 

Mattzon te Yallowstone on the Lith, oe Ragere 4 departed February 17 

Prov Denver’, arviving here the 16th, followin: g aust erment there since 
scomber 3 on his legiclative histery af areas adsinietered by the 

: National Park Service. On the 2ist he mede a trip to 5 seman to visit 
with Mr. and Mes, J. &. Haynes on park mtters, 


My. Henilten departed feoruary 16 for Mashington, D. 6. for 
& meeting of the Advisory Committees on MISSION 66. He returned 
February 26. Management Assistant Joffe was Acting Superintendent 
the absences of Mr, Hasilion and until the return of . Rosers 
to the pork. 


Me, Brow left February 15 for Minacila, Helena and BSoreman 
to interview prospective seasonal park ranger candidates and ta confer 
with staff mesbers of the Scheol of crear at Montana State University, 
Missoula, on curriculum of training prospective candidates for perranent 
National Park Service positions. 


Wr. Mattson and Electrical Supervisor MeMullin mide a trip 
to Livingston February 2) to confer with Park Riese —— 


power fseilities for the park. 


Biologist Kittams returned February $ from the Washington 
Office where he attended a conference of National Park Service 
Biologists held the week of January 30-February 4. On the 13th he 
left for Butte, Anacorda and Deer Lodge, Montana, to show pictures 
and give talks to Rotary, Lions and Kiwanis Clubs ani other organiaa- 
tions on the elk management program. He returned the 16th. 


( Forester Barrows departed February 22 for Fort Collins, 

| Colorado, to attend a meeting at the Rocky Mountain Forest and Range 
igperiment, Station February 23 and 24, te pick up a station wagon at 
; Recky Hountain Nationsl Park for Glacier National Fark, and return 

K via Larauic, Wyoming, to contact the State Experimental Station 

/ capacity studies affecting Grand Teton National. Park. 
He returned the 23th, 


Equipment Supervisor Robinson, whe has been on acaigament 
sinee the first of December as Washington Office representative on 
the Eqguipmemt Survey Team for tesion Four with Regional Ingincer 
Elton M. Hilton of that region, returned February 11. 
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Aswistant Chief flanger Edwards left february 25 for Missouls 
to attend o meeting of blister rust control representatives in the 
U. &. Forest Serviee office February 2° and 2), 


Assistant Chief Ranger Carry was on annual loare throughout 
the month - _—e at the Eleventh Ammusi Sehool of “uslirc Acein 
istration sponsored ty the Mortenma State University at Maseuls 
February 1 +e "29. 


A meeting of Regional Ulrectore was held in the veshingten 
Ostia from February 6 ror 17, Negional Director Baker vepresenting 


* 


A staff meeting of various division heads and other park 
ei ticdals was held in the conference room on February & for the 
diseussion of 1956 estimates, On the 16th a regular ataff necting 
was held with Joseph Joffe nt Phe as Acting Superintendent. 


wmacement Acsistant Joffe was the recipient February 2 of a 
silver medal idan and a silver lapel button presented by the U. 5. 
epartwent for his long years of service as Tellewstone Park 
Chad eman of the United States Savings Bonds Committes and for Tellow 
< ge etter Rte ane ge quota in the sele of bonds during 1955. 
Tae Treasury Department also extended ite thanks te the people of 
Lone for their cont imed support of this important ard worthy 


On February 3 the Region Two Incentive Awards Comittee 
iene an _— of 350 to Ellis E. Gabbert, Fiscal Accounting 
Sow Suggeetion NPS~2055—6 improving the handling of bills 
ransportation 6. Presentation was mute at the 
ating on February 16, at which time Roger H. Miller, Shop 
Foreman, aleo received ‘check for his $65 avard authorized in January. 


am, Assistant Park Mtoe it bas 


keeper, National Park Service Truck Driver Charles | g. Nene and 


ty Sne-Cat February 1, te bring out Mr, Mollabb and take in his brother 
to assist Ray Stanton who was promoted from Assistant Winterkeeper to 
Winterkeeper. Due fo breakdown: of the Sno-Cat at Norris, District 
Rangers Joe Way and Robert Murphy also went by Weasel. to complete the 
mission and take repair parts for the Sno-(lat. 
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i sous. The regular monthly meeting of Local 455 
of the National Federation of Fodurad lepLloyees waa held in the 
Canteen February 6. 


The February meeting and election of officers of the 
American Federation of Govermaent Duployees was held in the Canteen 
on the 13th and the following officers elected for the ensuing your: 
dames Mardis, President; Howard Kocher, Vice-President: Edwin 
Chamberlin, Seeretary~Treasurer; ard Charles Mamving, Guard. 


Births. A daughter, Mary Elaine, 6 pounds 12 ounces, was 
born to Me, and Mrs. William G. Armstrong at the Park Hoepttal in 
Livingston on February 16. Mr. Armstrong is a Fircuan (Low Preasure )} 
with the National Park Service. 


Effective February 12, Foster k. Freasan received 
a presotio: upervisery Park Ranger, GS-6, to Supervicory Park 
Ranger (District Park nant), GS-7, viee Thomas fF. Ela who trans~ 
ferred to Carlsbad Caverns National Park and Rebert H. Sharp wis pro- 
gg Loon Park Ranger, Gi«5, to Supervisory Park Ranser, G5-6, vice 


Frank E. Clarke received a career-conditional appointment as 
Operater, General (Mobile Power Equipment) effective February 16, 
selection having been made from the Civil Service resister, 


Carroll T. | Stereckeeper (General), G5~3, resigned at 
the close of February 2) 


Clarence E. Seoyen reesived a promotion | Feveney 27 from 
Voucher Clerk, GS<4, to Fiseal Acewunting Clerk, GS-5. 


The active duty of George J. Tracy, seasonal Fire Centred Aid 
(General), “ (fire cache supervisor), was tencimted at the close 
of Ag ag< Bon » furlough to be effective at noon, March 2. Mrs. 

Marie A . Plerson received a temorary appointment at 1 p.m. Pebruary 22 
as eeasonal Clerk-Stenographer, 05-3, and Mre. Cheryl kK. Berens 
received a similar appointment at 1 pom. February 23 os seasonal Clerk- 
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the use of International Harvester tractor tgpe «mipaent. On the 2ist, 
personnel of Nash-bavie, Caterpillar Tractor agency, of Sonzemn, 
showed films on construction safety entitled "The Last Mile" and "The 


Coubilers” to all available personnel. At this time a preview was given 
of the park's filme taken by members of the Natwralist Division on the 
elk reduction program. 
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Aseistant Chief Ranger Garry attended the ELeventh Awmal 
School ef Public Administration at Montana State University, Missoula, 
throughout the month, this beimz dene on ammuai leave and at his own 
expense 


* 


District Ranger Reynolds gave a telk to the Keath Grade 
School concerning safety and vandalion. 


On each Thursday Yellowstone's veckiy News was issued to keep 
persomel, concessioners and others currently informed of perk happenings. 


Ageidente and Public Safety. On February 6 2 claim was 
received —— one Mre. Lucy KE, Wellman, 222 North Hosmer, Lansing, 
Michigen, for recompense under the Federal Tort Claime Act tow property 
damice resulting from an automobile accident, July 11, 1953, &.5 miles 
east of the Northeast Entrance on the Beartooth Highway (IS 12). its. 
eS ea a contacted for more information and the ease ia pending 
at . 


On February 9, District Ranger fudelf L. Grimm received an 
eye injury when he inadvertently chambered and fired a @mller sized 
cartridge than was designed for the gum. The gas escaping around the 
breech blew back in his eye causing 2 painful irritation to the eyeball. 
He received medical care through the remainder of the month. 


A moter vehicle accident occurred on the 20th invelving a 
National Park Service pickup driven by District Ranger Rudelf L. 
Grimm and a 1953 Ford sedan owned by Nathaniel R. Lacy, Park Hanger, 
and driven by Elbert A. MeLaren, Park Ranger. The aovermuant pickup 
was umable to step on slick, snow-covered, narrow road when the 
sedan, which was ahead, stepped suddenly im the road. 


a ea?) aE, na of the 
month as well as uhingdaer 2 enintenmnes 4n the same shramberes 


A member of replacenmt extinguishers CTC, GO, and Seda 
Acid were purchased to replace those which have become Snserviceable 
during the past year, 


The neod for establishing building fire organizations at 
each village area with provision for definite assignmmtis of one man 
in charge of public safety and traffic contre] and ancther officer to 
act as fire chief was discussed by Forester Barrows and Chief Nanger 
Brown. 
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Publicity. The "Parade" Section of the ¢ see 
oELUS © tained a picture story of the elk recdke 
by Harris of Livingston, Montana. 


On February 14 a copy was received of Boys Life Mersazine 
for February containing an interesting and well-illustrated article of 
the Bey Scout Conservation Award Wirmers trip last Ame witieh ineluded 
& visit to the park. 


mristian Science Monitor has bem runing an exellent 
series of avtieles on the areas administered by the National Park 
Service by Max K. Gilstrap, Chief of the Centre] News Durem of that 
paper. He was a former ranger-naturalist in Yosemite National Park 
and is wall aequainted with the National Park Service and ite operations 
aml objectives. Last sume he and his family visited Yellowstone and 
& mumber of other areas of the Wational Park Syatem and also attended 
the PUBLIC SEXVICES conference in Great Guoky Mountains National Park 
last fall. The Yellowstone article appeared in the February 13 issue. 


A press release was mailed Pebruary 15 to the mijor portion 
of the park's miling list and to other interested persans in this 
area on the completion of the elk reduction progrem. On the 17th a 
relense ws issued to the presses aii local newspapers on the presenta- 
tion of $50 award to Ellis i. Gabbert on his suggestion to improve the 
handling of transportation requests and bills of isding. A press 
release was sent on the 2ith to most of the park's mailing list con~ 
cerning the 84th Birthday of Yellowstone National Park on Morch 1. 


A total of 9,200 Yellowstone vroadsides remained on hand 
at the close of February. 


oh dv00 daring the math and the Sunday Sehool sacvhaun wore bald ob 
12:00 a.m, 


The Superintendent's Church Committee held a meeting in the 

Chief Park Naturalist's Office on February 27 with all commbttes men- 
bers Mr. J. Stanley Fillmore was the new comalttee member 
appointed by the Superintendent. At the committee mocting, officers 
were selected for the committee ani these were: Chiel Park Naturalist 
Ganden ~ ~ Chairman, and Advinistrative Offieer Penecst i. I. Anderson « 

axy~Trensurer. A special circular was prepared for the Superin- 
Seuhtnh tanh een dhabethabad te ail. permet. eaplcqees outlining the 
members of the comuittee and their responsibilities. 


At the committee meeting a decision was made on the memorial 
which would be placed in the Yellowstone National Pari: Chapel in 
memory of Mero. May &. Hamilton by the Hamilton Steres emloyecs. This 


7 


- ras 
eettwaetane Park, ¥ j 1 re 


eS ges 78 pee pees Hebasng" ast 
ti CAs ey sere eS 


ni Yee a Al scxanadel 2 
fi Ben! | é "gulageieest Ss grinisiaen yrareiol st 
behalens ApEod a aa coed i $ ax ena inte solders Jac yoS eid 
sine vial al lene & 


¥ cate oe Sat, ext in ‘abt pee sto salah ot te cain 
meses 88 a Erte ce Se eat> goal A xed yd eatews 
: ie ad iihe ahr rem, & bog ¥ set 


wets Bap 23 - t ie ibe Py e OES “neaido Te swocioames 2 
een  aahednn i wie? ot keapestwe SUOTVRIO OLRM exis 
week OL ores? ant at bow mo. eigtrun amoigval {ef oe afte daak 
noha: séleq af ot 42 wane S hehe new »eepder rina fe 
‘BEA al sheen, aoe mae vette af fom dahl pabiian at sigan ‘odd ‘to 
a RS weet os we aghisstes so ato tH subtoleecs Sie £2 ae4s 
qiimaaett ast Ws ster _ 48068 one wegoray aly of Deus k amy sesnlox 
odd oreee® A aabersiaue alt a deadde 67 effD5 od bree OG 2e okt 
nag ‘ Bie ‘ty @ffi4 bas aleouper netiatroyeawtd te pekibes 
nave Sekt ett ‘seer tai? od eet of mids odd nO deen sew menedon 
& Sees seal wast moa ue Liet “ee “gahsieake ARS othe Praag: 


i ie a 0os.40 to Lada A 
«etaernel te se 


seosytes fovane elapet aff sagt 5 feoae 0g os 
cutee tate ies lisgast> ae L2Ge2 eal eee : 
te ieferl ewer copivess Leaded yoru? 69 | ore stdicen eed | 


agi erie is, os AMT ns DSA. 
ae Ano Ty dae c gene es me » Sogo atta d Loren 
aware gaadkais vas acd ear wel lis qeiee ; 
een lity » wiles oetibarns wid ¢A 43s he elk. 4 
ara S sat tot Terie Scott Aes aa lasee asl? ust § 
ge hao iain: gorkror baer hime qevemmeda 


“es ee seurgo laa 


Sistcbomeens = ‘idol fomigaoe? nage odd w 6 ered: 


Ne al steer Eoneti woe piidsom wedtiomee elt #4 
mi lees det fanaidas enndanes . oat ak bootleg gal | 
aie? .wosveleee coved sodffankt at od adi ie 2 we 


at 
’ 


palo eT emotawa tio? 


= 


a a ee 


memorial will be a communion service set consisting of a base, trays, 
cover and glasses for commmion service for 160 people. The Chairman 
of a oll has placed an order with the Whittemore Associates, 
The © - 


* ede oe eee 


‘Nevada, February 11, and Superintendent, Great Smoky Mountains 


National Park, February 6; YOUR YELLOWSTONE, Mrs, Aubrey Haines, 
Mout . Rainier National Park, February 16, and Ruben “art, Rocky 
Mountain Natdenal Park, all month; GEYSS°LAND IN WINTER, Robert #. 
Hooker, Begwell Sperteman Club, Boewell, Indiana, February Dhee 


acl: iz) ervations. Park Naturalist Beal was in the 
: 7 and 9th of February and Park Naturalist 

ibaa san Gn tee bias ddd eaehaends oe tne Ot, Sth avi 10th. 
These men were making field observations of the elk management, program 
and obtaining 1lémi motion pietures and black and white pictures of the 

+ Kedachrome slides of theese operations were also taken. 
These pictures on the operations were taken for use for future inter 
pretive and public relations work. 


The annual report on research in Yellowstone National Pari 
wae completed and sent to the hegional Director and Uirecter on 
February 13. A total of 43 research projects were proposed or in 
progress and 10 were completed during 1955. 


Mr, sallace Hennessy, 2 former park ranger-natarelist, 
submitted a proposed program te conduct. a Sclentific Expedition for 
young people inte Yellowstone National Fark caine the 1996 travel 
season, This program was reviawed in detail with the Superintexent 
and it was determined that Mr. Hennessy had a very fine idea ami a 
letter approving the precran and asking for further informtion con- 
cerning it was sqmit to Mr. Hemmesayr on the 26th. 


On Febwuary 27, Chief Pork Naturalist Condon and fark 
Naturalist Beal collected SO gallons ef snow from the Elacdrtall Deer 
area, This enow was placed in 10 gallon milk cons and tightly sealed. 
The purpose of the collection was te get water which is te be shipped 
to the National Bureau ef Standards at Washington, >. C., attention 
of Dr. Dibler. A request for this sure snow water was reesived from 
Dr. Priedwan of the U. 5. Geological Survey. ‘The water samples to he 
sent to vashington will be three 5-gallon cans and it is anticipated 
they will be shipped right after the first of March. 


February 9 Mr. Corkion discussed with Acting Superintendent 
Hand lion waitiee pertaining to the tepographic map of Yellowstone, 
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and he indicated to Mr, Hamilton | that in a discussion with Mr. Joel L. 
one pin Project Engineer, U. S. Geological Survey, who was in the 
k last summer on the survey, last Septamber he had advised Mr. 


be a very satisfactory map for distribution to the public. A map of 
this sise is conveniently small for people to purchase, fold andi use 
in the field. A mep made to a larcer seale would be an inconvenient 
item to carry and use. “Mr, Langhofer was also told that if maps were 
made of the important sections and scientific arems that they should 
de to a seale of at least 1-2400 and should have a contour interval 
ef no more than five feet. This scale would be cspecially useful in 
mapping the thermal areas. 


On February 29, Mr. Mertin Parke of Gardiner, Montana, was 
in the Gujef Park Naturalist's Office and spent seme time discussing 
aquatic insect research projects wirich he hopes te carry on in cone 
jonction with the professors of Montana State Collece. Mr. Purks was 
amcious to obtain a collecting pornit and was given application forms 

entana State College Protassers iho 


On February 15, we received from Mrs. Herm: Dezgley the 
wirt for the revised edition of the PLANTS OF TRLLOWSTONE. This 
ramverint containe 413 pages and sme letters have been written to 
proppective publishers making — concerning their interest in 
publishing this took for public sale 


The Association has determined te set up a new mpokkeaping 
eystem and the necessary forms, binders and other materials were 
purchased and with the aid of Fiscal Accounting Assistant Ellis ©. 
vr oni Mrs. Quist has beg the installation of the new beokkeeping 


vm peng id 5 are 16, the Jarmary-Pebruary issue of 
weigtone lature Notes was mltilithed and on January 17 these were 
ie cating list. 


The Association acquired 200 copies of the book PANA RANGER 
by Colby and these will be handled as 4 sales item during 1956, 


The mimates of the annual meeting of the 1seoclation whieh 
wae held Jarmary 26, were typed and filed ready for use at the next 
meeting of the Association, ‘In addition tw these minutes, copies 
were obs sang of the new constd tution pie a of the Aesociation 
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cagioners. On February 3, Director Wirth axeeute! Yellow 
stone Park  Coubract Nos 1h-10-0100-603 for twenty years from 

Romer 1, 1956, to December 31, 1975. The contract provides for an 

exam, franchise fee of $5,000 plus one-fourth of one per cent of 

gross receipts. A memorandum of agreement providing for an elaborate 

construction program to be undertaken by the Company wis Included as 

a& part of the contract. ‘Copies were reeeived Peommeary 6 of this corn 

tract and of Hamilton Stores, Inc. Contract U-10-0100-602, appreved 

damuary 12, covering the twenty-year period from Octeber 1, 1954, to 


| The Annual Report for 1955 was received February 6 from Drs. 
Alfred H, Lueck and John A. Pearson covering the operation of medical 
service in the park. It was faurned over te the Field Accounting Office 
a for preliminary review prior te transmittal te the washington 
0 SBe 


The Yellowstone Park Company spent $252,401.21 for new equip- 
ment and for construction in cormection with ite various operations 
porary Be 1955 for visiter isprevement. The Company proposes to expend 

325,000 for new construction and new equipment in 1956 which will 
include $160,000 for a new office building providing laundromat, 
private showers and girls dermitery in cormection with the Old Faithful 
Tourist Cabins to replace the building destroyed by fire last swanes 
This is exclusive of the $2,500,000 programmed for expenditure in 
conmmection with the new Canyon Village development, work on which will 
get underway at ence in Gardiner in preparation for pre-fabricating 
some 300 room units of motel-type cabins, and which — inelude the 
main buildings housing offices, dining rooms, lobby, ete. and dormitories. 
The McNeil Construction Company of Los Angeles whieh has the contract 
for the building construction at Canyon begirmming thie year, had a crew 
building pilot motels for the new motel units in the Company's shops 
in Gardiner teward the end of the month. Cecil Pierce is Construction 
Foreman for the Comparyy. 


Ay ance. February was a cold month with lots of high 
wind, a. a f erifting and mich snow plowing. In spare time 
the maintenance crew worked on repair of read signe. A large sign 
ade gore of rustic signs is under way, work being done by the carpenters 
and painters. Some improvement in remodeling the electric shop, 
agen 19, was made and a similar improvement is under way at 
shop, building No. 22, Flanning the required organisation 
} the summer is under way. Considerable time was spent on Civil 
Service rating, and designing the enlargement of the Fishing Bridge 
sewer system. Assistant Engineers Schmid and Keteham have been offered 
transfers and promotions to Ingineers, GS-11, Schmid to go te SODC and 
Keteham to WODC. Ketcham is te leave very soon and Sehmid about May 1. 
Deate T. White, Construction and Maintenance Supervisor, has indicated 
his intention of retiring about the last of May. 
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Protection and lancer Service. Chief ‘anger tirown was in 
the Region Two Office in Omaha through the 6th on Protection Division 
persomel matters. He was at Bozeman, Helena and Missoula from 
February 15 through 16 interviewing prospective seasonal rencers and 
conferring at the latter with Montana State University School of 
Forestry staff on curriculum designed specifically at training 
prospective candidates for National Park Service positions. Assistant, 
Chief Ranger Edwards attended a meeting at Missoula February 22 and 
29 with U. 5. Forest Service persomel where plans were formilated 
for carrying on the white Pine Blister Rust Control Program for the 
coming summer. District fangers Way and Murphy went to Canyon 
February 14 by Weasel to bring out Hotel Winterkeeper Don MeNabb whe 
was i11 and te take in his brother to assist in mow shoveling opera~- 
tions, ete. District Hanger Neynolds continued working on his law 
enforcenent records system, requested by Assistant Director Tolson. 


District Ranger Delyle %. Stevens was assigned as Forest 
Fire Dispatcher effective February 2, asswaing the duties performed by 
Dan 5. Nelson prior to his transfer to Yosemite. 


The Thorofare and Lamar Patrols started February 27. Ten 
rangers left Mammoth via Weasels and Tucker Sno-Cat, two staying at 
Canyon and eight going on to Lake. Heynolds, Peterson and Lacy went 
into the Thorofare-Yox Creek area and Murphy, Jamison and McLaren went 
on the Lamar patrol from Lake. Way and Gunzel removed snow from the 
Government buildings in the Lake area ari will meet the Thorofare 
petrol men at Snake River to return them te headquarters, Drown and 
Coleman removed snow from Government buildings in the Canyon area and 
measured the Norris snow course. ‘Several enow courses were measured 
in the perk beginning February 27. Other patrols were mide during 
the month to Caseade Creek, Harebell, Bechler, Sownxiary Creek and the 
North Fork of the Shoshone River. Repairs were made to the Weasels 
in preparation for patrol use. 


Other field activities included completion of the alk 

program on February 10 for direct control and lebruary 20 
for trapping operations. Hunting patrols were carried on until the 
hunting season in the Gardiner area north of the park was closed 
February 10. 


Law Enforcement. Conmissioner James . Drown assessed a 
$25 fine against William Hawk for speeding. awk was arrested for 
speeding and given a summons last August to appear before the U. 6 
Commissioner but he failed to do so. He was tyeued te Lee Angeles and 
served with a warrant for his arrest and return. He offered to plead 
guilty and accept a verdict by mail in lieu of returning to Yellowstone 
National Park for a hearing. He was an employee of the Yellowstone Park 
Company last summer. 


i 


Yellowttone Park 


fil ASW Sess were) Tete «apes 2 BE Oks ssh 

vate ivid aabigater’ mo ie née zie: pen SAME) $k BOETIO owl maken ovis 
2 (eels sus ao lel mee Se eae seseddem Femeerg 

‘wus laerie yk sede ioe pater odnt Bf sawels ET ene et 
te erie’ eshewtviet! ctuhi amie Ader teddel eed a pberetiees 
‘Shatou? ge Tieeiltoaqe betmicon mubmivus mo Tete yeteonl 
smadeieas « eyothiew sagpie bs? el cai eo. aeded Moun evi tea ite 
fai BS assed stsowalt tx ag “eos o bebmedin aleewht sanet Pee 
Sotelo saat mec ly atedw Sone sou on heeds daone't 26 0 abby 0s 

mi? a wees: Teles . “whee wes aba odd me Beers TOT 
ge ed deer pie Gee vse sepa Seite k ~ remace sethees 
ow inte! medi coumadin tole pets aria of Teegel ye AL weeaeiet 
ak: gritovads work ck deicus od waseus ¥ ok in: owed of bos LCE oaw 
at aki pe oath igen ktoc: shiloh seme! Gael ode ,aaokd 
aeonter 6 é petaer il z Jenicte.fee dé et rk atetuanr dvemascrrotine 


Ferwes wn b bons teae Ea ROTH. os weal * age doled Mi 
we beara cathe en a ee | grbanscas gs ‘Seay ecm ‘wees, asc ont 
wotinen oe at wehante viii at rebag noe fal .2 son 


eet  .VS craze! bedwade oheates “amet ines: avetoueet? wet Sie ae 
fe agiumie ey Jews wnlen ben aimee? abe test Wet rue 
eal; Gers. sowed .ebteoeed? veal ef oe gatos digic Bas marge 
toer Moerage’ Ach neediest: wits a Wee meee ree aotnendbowen? ade aint 
ois wok : cron Deeps) Sans waa esa! mort Jewied tam) ott ao 
-wyak vietbett eee gee Bie ne BOE ORSA aoe we mebhilve doemaeayod 
bait cere seeds whee! oF send eigen. ob rer LT olan da aoe ite 
vn sees neyeth aft at apelbi ie daaemeyed cer? won bevomay mend 
igs Cet Saree ereoe gogcu wee. Lesoved jeep otiee a Prvel eit benem 
Mie Gras sew elrwiag make . Th eae solembsed tracy ane ist 
ast BY — Weal oe .edvieed ,Tipceach ,gee> obepeed af seca es 
giweeet Gat at shay guoy sy bee? - cm o8h ceecleede aff to wot Abeer 
swale Samecant wale hermaneei chs a 


die wid Te patil saivilgak aoldivtisd blew repabg0 
OS Varies ana lowtie® Goowhl wea OL queen te mato ae Aheaisos 
ade itgest ae Do iap omw aloniog gntdaxt » SERRE areaacrts are ret. 
hewede aie aime aol “SS raat ees leeneecied ear ee? eas Oe 


* bid ‘erawedo 


w oa eeaiaae earn JW siuiel, “toceges faos © «deh 
feheeus, tw ae gene sae ey 
a ed ad guptod TROP Gy Thugs deel meee 
Eurase BO SOULS ges oO heme ‘egy “ee : a ie PROS: mh 
hasty of Sewti'bo oh eemudet Hae goers pdt so? emetoe 2 tense 
omotwwiioz af qebimiower Re mks it ae oe ecowy & — fans YS hey 
yet estoaeinal fod ont Se moncaane ie ote eH pect: aot Seek Looted 
re _—— oe 


= a: 


S Huo? sist snotewoltlet 


Wildlife and Fish Cultural Activities. BIGHORN, An aged 
bighorn sheep ram which died near the north entrance on February 23 
was taken to the Montana Veterinary Research Laboratory at Bozeman on 
February 27. ‘The veterinarian whe examined the carcass found lungworm 
infestation light as compared te infestation in sheep killed by hunters 
in the Gallatin drainage. In view of this and the fact that bunter~ 
killed bighoms did not have pneumonia, he ws unwilling to atiribute 
pneumonia of the right lung of this sheep to luingiorm. Probably death 
could be attributed to infirmities of old are which finally remited in 


Se 


BISON, An old male buffalo has been observed in the "Chinese 
Garien" area along the Gartner River between Mamroth anc Gardiner the 
latter half of the month. 


ELK, Hlk continued their downward movement in carly february 
but they were rather stationary during the latter part of the month. 
Hunting north of the park was closed by the Montana Fiah and Game 
ee eee the same day as shooting of elk in the park 
hy rengers ceased. The removal of about 6,535 elk from the herd marks 
a ol gel tions’ reduction for this season. Planning for fxture management 
now awaits a count of animale remaining in the nerthern Yellowstone 
herd, Plans have been made to conduct the census in March with two 
helicopters covering as mich of the range as possible ami iit is hoped 
that adequate coverage of that portion of the range too high for heli- 
copters can be obtained with airplanes. 


A rumber of records of movement of tagred elk were cbtained. 
As econ as a few additional records can be obtained from State 
biologists, the data will be suomariaed. 


Paunches of a few elk killed alone Geode Croek in — 19 
contained seme Douglas fir, spruce and sagebrush Leaves and twiss 
observed by Biologist Kittams, all of which indicate a short supply “of 
food for the elk. He reports most of the elk are now in fair flesh 
though some have dropped te poor condition. 


On the Gallatin range, rangers had counted 15 dead elk, 
mostly calves, ami estimated a total of about 20 had died by February 
26. Rangers reported herbaceous forage had been cleaned from critical 
range and most elk Left in the park were feeding in timbered areas 
even though snow was deep and crusted. while driving from Bacon Rind 
te Tepee Creek, rangers counted 111 elk on February 26. 


With fhraging conditions bein< critical in the Gallatin, 4 
few people have requested the Montana Fish and Game Department to feed 
elk there as was done in 1991-52. ‘inee about 300 elk were lost that 
winter and results of the feeding of hay were gmeraliy unsatisfactory, 
the Department has taken a firm stand to let the animals forage for 
themselves and to maintain a emaller herd of alk which can better cope 
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with occasional rigorous winters. After the Gevernor of Montana agreed 
to hear both sides of the issue in his office on February 29, the 
Montana Fish and Game Department asked the Porest Service and National 
Park Service to support their stami. The Gevernor met with the people 
who are demanding a feeding program and department people and then with 
& Forest Service official from Sozemin, Yellowstone's representative 
Biologist Kittame, end department people. The Governer indicated that 
he ELA taspel: bie, dapetieamh 4 20 stand against feeding om National 
Forest lamis north of Yellowstone Park. 


BLK REDUCTION. A total of 197 Live elk were shipped dur 
the month, 29 to the State of Montana for release near Red lodge, 2 te 
en estate at Incino, California, and the reminder for release near 
Taos and Capitan, New Mexico, and 50), were taken by direct control 
during the month, 2 @ing to the Gardiner Public Schools and 502 te 
Federal Prisons. The direct reduction in the park and the ail hunting 
season north of the park closed at the end of February 10 and live 
trapping in the park was discontimmed after the shipment of february 20. 
The animals were becoming too weak to withstand long shipments and no 
erders were on hand for live «lk closer than New Mexico. 


A mumary of the elk reduction for the entire season iz as 
follows: 


Live elk shipped. ee ¢ @ &©& @© * © #8 ££ © & BS & & 6h, 5 


Killed in trapping operations . ... ss 4° a 
Total reduction by live trapping... . 601 


Elk carcasses furnished Iniiane .. » +++ + 73h 
* " Federal Prisons .. .1,186 

" % " Veterans Admin. . .. 16 
ad * rt NPS mesS, 2. + « » © « 9 
" ° % Gardiner School... a 
Lose by direct control operation. .... - «it 
Total reduction by direct control. .. 1,97) 


Total reduction within park... 0... 6 « 2,635 

Hunter kill, Gardiner Public iiunting Area . 3,900 

Grand Total Reduction... +. 2s ee eo «© 8535 

Bids were opened February 20 for sale of six surplus elk 
hides and 32 buffalo hides and Beckman Brothers of Great Palle was 
awarded the contract in amount of 7131. 


Ranges. Temperatures were below normal during February and 
precipitation of 0.56 inch was less than half the normal of 1.23 inches 
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for Mammoth. At the end of February, Mr. Kittams observed, most of 
the extreme lower range was free of snow. Above Mawnoth nearly all 

of the range was anow covered, the exception veing a few of the high 
Yidges from which wind had removed the snow. On the lew rense there is 
almost no forage left on sectors commonly free of snow. [lk are widely 
eeattered and mostly in very amall groups on both the low and high 
range, indicating that available food is searce. Snow apeaure to be 
less restrictive to foraging than a month ago, probably because the 
layers of crust have “sugared” with contimuing low temperatures, But, 
the gow is so heavy that grazing animals must have <ifficulty pawing 
it aside to get forage. Feeding signe indicate that « aignificant 
number of elk and bison on the northern Yellowstone renge are using 
non-critical range. 4 few samples in Lamar Horseshoes suggest, the ice 
cover over the groursl has lessened during the month. 


A set of duplicate transparencies to accompany a serint 
deseribing the condition of the northern Yellowstone winter range was 
asx sent te the president of the Coffee Creek Ned and Gm 
Glub who plans to give programs: to clubs in several cities in emtral 


Biologist Kittams presented illustrated talks on the northem 
range and management of elk in the cities of Sutte, Anaconda and Deer 
Ledge from February 13 to 16. He spoke to 674, people, 400 of whom 
were high echool students and the reaninder smstly being masbers of 
eivie organizations. A few members of the Rocky Mountain Sportemen's 
Association were contacted and some of them appeared to change their 
attitude about wildlife manazement in Yellowstone after Leaming the 
facts of the situation, 


On February 25, oaks Den Guimby of Montana State Gollege 
brought five wildlife graduate students te the park to leam about the 
northern Yellowstone wollen, Me. Kitteme showed them 4 member of 

and explained the condition of the range and the effects upon 
various animals. Then he accompanied them on a tour to Lamar Unit to 
see an clk trap, view the range ond note the snow cover. 
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Blister Rust Control. Awsistant Chief fanger Udwerds attended 
a meeting at Missoula, Montana, on february 20 and 29 with U. S. Forest 
Service personnel where plane were formilated for carrying on the white 
Pine Blister Rust Control Program for the coming sumer. 


Memoranda recommending additional blister rast oontrel areas 
at Grand Teton and Yellowstone ware prepared by Mr. ferrows for the 
Superintendent's signature at cach park. 


Forest Ingeets. Gy memorandum te the Hegional Directer dated 
February 9 Forester Barrows recommended control of spruce oudworm 
infestations om 5,427 acres in Yellowstone National Park to the east 
of the area sprayed in 1955. If it is decided to & this spraying, Mr. 
Clarence Sutliff of the U. 8. Forest Service at Missoula has indicated 
they would send a plane over from one of their projects and we could 
use the insecticide which would probably be mixed at Miesula. Control. 
would be undertaken only after spring sround surveys indicated budworm 
populations were heavy enough to warrant the spray treatment. 


The value of training rangere in insect infestation detection 
was discussed by Mesers. Barrows and Brown along with possibilities 
of having such a session at the ranger conferenes. 


iis, A PCP proposal was completed for a tridge replacement 
on Trail where it crosses Hellrearing Greek. This has been sub- 
mitted to the Park Engineer for consideration. No work was done in 
the trail sign shop during February. 


Ranch and Corral Operations. Considerable time was spent by 
the ranch personnal. in repairing and mking riding equipment ready for 
next seuser's use, All horses and miles are at the Lamar Unit. 
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